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No  August  issue 
of  Newsletter 

Readers  should  note  that  there 
will  not  he  an  August  issue  of  the 
Forestry.  Lands  and  Wildlife  news 
letter.  The  newsletter  is  published 
10  times  a  year,  every  month 
except  lor  August  and  January. 
Look  for  ihe  next  issue  in 
Septeiul  x  r. 


Fish  and  Wildlife  technicians  remembered 

McVinnie  Trout  Pond  memorial  officially  opened 


The  completion  of  the  McVinnie 
Trout  Pond  project  was  marked  by  an 
official  dedication  ceremony  on  June 
25,  hosted  by  the  Picture  Butte  Fish 
and  Game  Club. 

The  trout  pond,  located  about  32 
km  north  of  Lethbridge,  was  a  coop- 
erative project  of  the  Buck  for  Wildlife 
Program,  the  Picture  Butte  Fish  and 
Game  Club,  and  two  local  agencie  s, 
the  Lethbridge  Northern  Irrigation 
District  and  the  County  of  Lethbridge 
No.  26. 

During  the  ceremony,  the  pond  was 
dedicated  to  the  memories  of  two 
Alberta  Fish  and  Wildlife  technicians 
who  were  killed  in  an  accident  in 
1983.  The  late  John  MacNeill.  who 
was  instrumental  in  gathering  data  for 
the  design  of  ponds  (including  the 
McVinnie  Pond),  and  the  late  Gordon 
Gresiuk,  who  was  involved  in  many 
Buck  for  Wildlife  projects,  were  hon- 
ored with  a  memorial  plaque  affixed  to 
a  rock  cairn  at  the  site.  The  plaque 
reads: 


This  pond  is  dedicated  to  the 
memory  of  John  MacNeill  and 
Gordon  Gresiuk,  Fisheries  Techni 
cians  of  the  Alberta  Fish  and  Wild 
life  Division,  who  lost  tlwir  lives  in  a 
tragic  boating  accident  on  October 
13.  1983.  John  and  Gordon  were 
enthusiastic  and  dedicated  people 
who  "passed  this  way  and  made  a 
lasting  impression. " 

The  families  of  Mr.  MacNeill  and  Mr. 
Gresiuk  were  in  attendance  at  the 
dedication,  as  were  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McVinnie.  original  owners  of  the  land; 
Ernie  Psikla.  Executive  Co-ordinator. 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Division;  Gerry 
Nickel,  President.  Picture  Butte  Fish 
and  Game  Club;  and  Lome  Fitch. 
Section  Head,  Habitat  Branch,  South- 
ern Region.  Mr.  Fitch  presented 
plaques  to  Rick  Ross  of  the  Northern 
Irrigation  District  and  Dick  Papworth, 
Reeve  of  the  County  of  Lethbridge.  in 
recognition  of  their  agencies'  signifi- 
cant contributions  to  the  project. 


The  dedication  address  was  given 
by  Ernie  Psikla.  whose  fitting  tribute 
included  the  hope  that  "the  family  and 
friends  of  Gordon  and  John,  when 
visiting  this  site  in  the  future,  as  they 
listen  to  the  sounds  of  birds,  see  a 
trout  surface  on  the  quiet  waters,  or 
watch  a  bird  rest  as  it  passes  in 
migration,  will  know  that  the  labors  of 
their  friend  or  loved  one  have  sown  a 
seed  that  has  now  grown  and  will 
remain  for  the  enjoyment  of  genera- 
tions to  come. 

In  honoring  the  two  men.  Ernie 
described  them  as  "amongst  the  few 
who  understood  the  needs  of  wildlife 
and  fish  and  that  in  order  to  have 
them  always,  we  need  to  keep  a  place 
for  them  in  our  landscape." 

The  McVinnie  Trout  Pond  is  in  the 
heart  of  an  intensive  agricultural  area, 
and  is  a  virtual  oasis  for  wildlife  in  the 
local  landscape.  Ernie  Psikla  describes 
it  as  an  *"  excellent  example  of  what 
can  be  done  with  cooperation  between 
citizen  and  local  authorities." 

The  project  began  in  1972  with  the 
purchase  of  property  by  the  Province. 
Shelterbelts  were  planted  in  1974.  and 
in  1986  further  work  was  done  to 
develop  a  10-acre  trout  pond  and  3- 
acre  wetland  area,  a  fisheries  access 
site,  and  a  property  boundary  fence. 
Completion  of  the  pond  required  the 
development  of  a  new.  innovative  fish 
filter  system  that  can  be  adapted  to 
suit  future  pond  projects. 

The  Lethbridge  Irrigation  District 
assisted  with  water  deliveries  to  the 
pond,  and  the  County  of  lethbridge 
helped  to  complete  access  roads  and  a 
parking  lot.  Primarily  a  project  of 
Alberta  Fish  and  Wildlife  with  support 
from  the  Picture  Butte  Fish  and  Game 
Club,  the  cost  of  the  overall  habitat 
project  development  totaled  over 
$190,000 


The  memorial  plaque  commemorating  Mr.  Gresiuk  and  Mr.  MacNeill 


Fish  and  wildlife  conservationists  to  be  credited 

Bighorn  Award  nominations  sought 


Tliis  vivid  poster,  designed  and 
drawn  by  1 1  -year-old  Jennifer  Lee,  a 
Grade  Six  student  from  Tojield,  won 
Second  Place  in  the  Canadian  Forestry 
Association's  nation-wide  student 
poster  contest  held  in  conjunction  with 
National  Forest  Week.  Jennifer's 
winning  poster  was  selected  from 
among  45.000  entries,  and  it  also  won 
First  Place  in  the  Alberta  Forestry  Asso- 
ciation's judging  of  posters  from  our 
province. 


Volunteer  Steward 

The  Volunteer  Steward  Program  for 
the  province's  natural  areas  has 
drawn  an  enthusiastic  response  from 
Albertans. 

Established  in  August  1987,  the 
program  now  boasts  43  volunteers 
looking  after  50  natural  area  sites 
throughout  the  Green  and  White  areas 
of  the  province.  Volunteers  include 
groups  such  as  the  Junior  Forest 
Wardens,  Boy  Scouts,  Girl  Guides  and 
naturalist  societies,  as  well  as  forest 
companies,  counties  and  concerned 
individuals.  Both  the  Public  Lands 
Division  and  the  Alberta  Forest  Service 
are  encouraging  more  public  volun- 
teers to  join  the  program. 

"We  are  very  pleased  with  the  re- 
sponse," says  Sandra  Myers,  Volun- 
teer Steward  Co-ordinator.  "Albertans 
are  obviously  keen  about  taking  part 
in  the  program." 

The  main  duties  of  the  volunteer 
stewards  are  to  observe,  record  and 
report. 

"They  serve  as  the  eyes  of  the 
Natural  Areas  Program."  explains 
Sandra.  "They  let  us  know  if  there  is 
any  problem  with  the  natural  area  or  if 
the  site  is  being  abused  in  any  way.  Of 
course,  we  also  want  to  hear  about 
any  interesting  sightings  and  observa- 
tions or  suggestions  for  management." 


Nominations  are  now  being  received 
for  the  Order  of  the  Bighorn  Award 
given  annually  to  individuals,  organi- 
zations and  corporations  for  outstand- 
ing contributions  to  fish  and  wildlife 
conservation  in  Alberta. 

All  Albertans  are  eligible  for  the 
award,  a  distinctive  plaque  featuring 
an  engraving  of  a  bighorn  ram.  Nomi- 
nations are  reviewed  by  a  committee  of 
Members  of  the  Legislative  Assembly, 
with  winners  being  chosen  on  the 
basis  of  their  contributions  to  wildlife 
conservation  in  the  province. 

Issuing  the  call  for  nominations. 
Forestry.  Lands  and  Wildlife  Minister 
LeRoy  Fjordbotten  said,  "Many  volun- 
teers, as  well  as  organizations  and 
corporations,  have  made  outstanding 
contributions  to  fish  and  wildlife  con- 
servation in  Alberta.  The  Bighorn 
Award  is  our  way  of  honoring  some  of 
these  very  dedicated  people." 

Nominations  must  be  submitted  by 
September  30,  1988.  Recipients  of  the 
award  will  be  honored  at  a  reception 
and  dinner  November  1 6  hosted  by 
Mr.  Fjordbotten. 

Since  the  Order  of  the  Bighorn  was 
established  in  1982,  awards  have  been 


She  emphasizes  that  the  volunteer 
stewards  do  not  have  any  enforcement 
role.  Destructive  acts  such  as  damag- 
ing fences  or  cutting  trees  should  be 
reported  to  the  RCMP,  while  the  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Observer  Hotline  (1-800- 
642-3800)  can  be  used  to  report 
wildlife-related  offences. 

Information  kits  are  sent  to  the  vol- 
unteers, providing  site  information 
and  map,  air  photos,  inspection  forms, 
identification  cards,  a  copy  of  the 
natural  areas  legislation,  and  other 
related  material. 

Groups  or  individuals  may  sponsor 
more  than  one  site,  says  Sandra,  and 
one  site  may  have  more  than  one 
steward.  At  present  there  are  still  142 
designated  or  reserved  natural  areas 
that  require  volunteer  stewards. 

"The  minimum  commitment  we  ask 
of  volunteer  stewards,"  says  the  co- 
ordinator, "is  that  they  visit  their  sites 
once  a  year  and  complete  a  short 
inspection  report.  We  also  ask  them  to 
put  up  and  maintain  boundary  signs, 
which  we  supply.  After  that,  it  is  up  to 
them." 

There  are  all  kinds  of  additional 
projects  that  can  be  undertaken, 
according  to  Sandra.  As  examples,  she 
cites  updating  records  on  species  in 
the  area,  surveying  breeding  birds, 


made  to  34  individuals,  associations, 
and  corporations. 

The  bighorn  ram  was  chosen  as  the 
symbol  of  the  conservation  award 
-  because  it  is  a  majestic  representative 
of  the  province's  rich  wildlife  heritage. 
There  are  about  40.000  Rocky  Moun- 
tain bighorn  sheep  in  North  America, 
and  Alberta  has  the  largest  population 
with  just  over  10.000.  About  6.000 
bighorns  outside  the  national  parks 
winter  on  100  or  so  unique  mountain 
pastures  that  are  generally  free  of 
snow.  The  survival  of  the  bighorn  is 
critically  tied  to  the  preservation  of 
these  "winter  oases." 

Nomination  forms  and  further  infor- 
mation regarding  the  Bighorn  Award 
may  be  obtained  from  regional  and 
district  Fish  and  Wildlife  Division 
•  offices  or  by  contacting: 

Bighorn  Award 

Lew  Ramstead 

Co-ordinator/Liaison  Officer 

Assistant  Deputy  Minister's  Office 

Fish  and  Wildlife  Division 

Forestry,  Lands  and  Wildlife 

10th  Floor.  9915  -  108  Street 

Edmonton,  T5K  2C9 

Telephone:  427-6749 


developing  a  comprehensive  plant 
species  list,  monitoring  weed  invasion 
and  instituting  a  bird  banding  project. 

Projects  related  to  site  management 
can  also  be  tackled  -  such  things  as 
fencing,  garbage  clean-up,  planning 
and  developing  a  parking  system,  and 
reclaiming  disturbed  areas. 

Forestry.  Lands  and  Wildlife  Minis- 
ter LeRoy  Fjordbotten  praises  the  work 
done  by  the  volunteers. 

"We  need  their  help,"  says  the 
Minister.  "Our  staff  is  dedicated  to  the 
ongoing  management  and  protection  of 
the  natural  areas  but  we  do  not  have 
enough  personnel  to  inspect  each  site 
on  a  regular  or  frequent  basis.  The 
volunteer  stewards  make  an  important 
contribution  that  we  value  highly." 

Groups  or  individuals  interested  in 
becoming  volunteer  stewards  may 
obtain  more  information  by  contact- 
ing: 

Natural  Areas  Program 
4th  Floor.  South  Tower. 
Petroleum  Plaza 
9915  -  108  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T5K  2C9 

Telephone:  427-5209 


Program  continues  to  grow 


New  Weldwood  FMA  announced  by  Minister,  company 


At  an  official  ceremony  held  at  the 
Legislature  on  June  15.  the  Honour- 
able LeRoy  Fjordbotten.  Minister  of 
Forestry.  Lands  and  Wildlife,  and 
Mr.  Tom  Buell,  Presidenl  and  Chief 
Executive  Officer  of  Weldwood  Canada, 
announced  the  signing  of  a  new  Foresl 
Management  Agreement  with 
W  eldwood  of  Canada  Limited  (Hinton 
Division). 

Also  in  attendance  were  Honourable 
Ian  Reid,  Minister  of  Labour  and 
MLA  for  West  Yellowhead,  Mr.  Fred 
MeDougall.  Deputy  Minister,  and 
several  other  departmental  and 
Weldwood  officials. 

The  new  agreement,  which  replaces 
the  former  agreemeni  with  Champion 
Foresl  Products  (Alberta)  Ltd.,  now 
part  of  Weldwood.  permits  Weldwood 
to  establish,  grow,  and  harvest  timber 
over  an  area  of  approximately  10.000 
square  kilometres  (4.000  square  miles) 
in  the  Edson  Forest  for  a  term  of  20 
years. 

With  the  new  agreement  in  place, 
Weldwood  will  now  have  a  secure  fibre 
supply  to  meet  75%  of  its  require- 
ments for  the  expansion  of  the 
pulpmill.  which  is  already  well  under 
way.  The  remaining  25%  will  be  made 
up  of  purchased  sawmill  chips  and 
roundwood.  The  agreement  also 
provides  the  company  with  an  option 
to  expand  its  sawmill.  A  decision  on 
this  option  is  expected  by  early  fall. 
The  overall  expansion  project  calls  for 
a  doubling  of  production  totals  and  an 
additional  450  full-time  and  seasonal 
jobs  to  be  added  to  the  current  total  of 
850  employees  at  the  Hinton  mill. 
Capital  cost  of  expansion  is  estimated 
at  approximately  $385  million. 

This  Agreement,  like  other  FMAs, 
will  operate  under  the  principles  of 
sustained  yield,  which  will  ensure  that 
Alberta's  forests  are  continually  being 
regenerated  and  improved. 

Speaking  on  behalf  of  Weldwood  of 
Canada.  Mr.  Buell  stressed  that 
Weldwood  is  pleased  to  be  perma- 
nently established  in  Alberta,  and 
announced  that  expansion  in  Hinton 
is  expected  to  be  completed  by  1990. 

Mr.  Fjordbotten  noted  Weldwood's 
commitment  to  the  province's  foresl 
industry,  and  its  high  level  of  coopera- 
tion with  the  Department  in  properly 
managing  the  forest  resource. 

"Forestry,  Lands  and  Wildlife  has  a 
commitment  from  Weldwood  to  protect 
wildlife  in  the  agreement  area."  the 
Minister  said,  adding  that  "Weldwood 
will  continue  to  work  closely  with 
Alberta  Fish  and  Wildlife  to  ensure 
timber  harvesting  methods  address 
the  needs  of  all  wildlife  in  the  area." 


Hon.  LeRoy  Fjordbotten  and  Tom  Buell  of  Weldwood  make  new  FMA  official  ai 
signing  ceremony 

Hunter  Ed  Program  enjoys  success 
in  other  parts  of  North  America 


The  Fish  and  Wildlife  Division's 
Conservation  and  Hunter  Education 
Program  has  become  an  international 
success. 

Over  30  agencies  have  used  all  or 
pari  of  the  program  manual  and 
structure  as  a  model  for  their  own 
hunter  training  courses,  reports  Tom 
Bateman,  Chief  Conservation  Officer 
of  the  Education  Services  Section.  The 
other  agencies  are  in  four  Canadian 
provinces  and  several  American  states, 
whose  wildlife  departments  have  found 
the  Alberta  program  to  be  highly 
adaptable  to  their  particular  geo- 
graphical and  recreation  situations. 

"The  thing  that  makes  our  program 
successful  is  our  volunteer  leader 
component."  notes  Mr.  Bateman. 
adding  that  "while  the  manual  pro- 
vides the  basis  for  the  program,  the 
volunteer  leaders  bring  enthusiasm 
and  the  wisdom  of  experience  to  their 
training  sessions,  a  combination  that 
makes  the  program  unique  and  highly 
effective." 

According  to  Mr.  Bateman.  the 
popularity  of  the  manual  and  program 
in  other  parts  of  North  America  also 
stems  from  its  comprehensive  coverage 
and  its  appeal  to  other  outdoors 
people  besides  hunters.  The  manual 
includes  chapters  on  survival,  wildlife 
identification,  legal  responsibilities, 
and  hunter  ethics,  subjects  of  interest 
to  a  wide  variety  of  wildlife1  enthusi- 
asts. 

"We  want  to  stress  to  new  hunters 
that  the  experience  of  hunting  and 
being  outdoors  should  in  itself  be  as 


much  of  a  goal  as  the  bag."  says 
Mr.  Bateman.  "Our  program  aims  to 
get  hunters  to  reflect  on  the  process, 
and  to  make  the  process  intrinsically 
rewarding,  just  as  bird-watching  and 
nature  photography  are." 

Mr.  Bateman  believes  that  such  a 
holistic  approach  is  another  reason 
for  the  program's  success.  As  well,  he 
credits  the  manual's  family-oriented 
style  and  content  for  its  popularity. 
"We  get  calls  from  parents  who  report 
that  their  children's  reading  skills 
have  improved  through  their  enthusi- 
astic, self- motivated  reading  of  the 
manual."  he  says. 

Though  some  sections  of  the  man- 
ual are  altered  or  deleted  to  suit  the 
needs  of  other  agencies,  the  use  of  the 
hunter  education  program  as  a  model 
for  programs  across  the  continent 
indicates  the  breadth  of  value  of 
Alberta's  approach  to  conservation 
training." 

"Alberta's  production  of  this  manual 
has  provided  a  significant  contribution 
to  hunter  education  in  North  Amer- 
ica," savs  Mr.  Bateman. 


Departmental  display  wins 
award  at  Calgary  Stampede 


The  display  attracted  many  visitors  when  it  was  set  up  in  the  Agricom  during 
Klondike  Days 


The  departmental  display  unveiled 
at  this  year's  Calgary  Stampede  and 
Klondike  Days  won  a  Merit  Award  in 
the  Best  Display  category  at  the 
Stampede,  a  prize  equal  to  second 
place  in  the  competition. 

"Managing  our  Heritage"  is  the 
theme  for  this  year's  photographic 
display  portraying  the  varied  activities 
of  the  department  and  the  role  it  plays 


in  the  daily  lives  of  most  Albertans. 
Everything  from  recreation,  fishing, 
and  natural  areas  mapping  to  pulp 
mill  development  is  shown  in  the 
display. 

Accompanying  the  display  was  a 
new  departmental  brochure  that  was 
handed  to  visitors  attending  the  two 
exhibitions.  The  brochure  explains  the 
activities  portrayed  in  the  photographs 


Thorsby  land  donors  recognized 


In  an  outdoor  ceremony  held  near 
Thorsby  on  June  17,  seven  private 
landowners  in  the  Thorsby  area  had 
their  contributions  to  the  Buck  for 
Wildlife  Program  acknowledged  by 
Alberta  Forestry,  Lands  and  Wildlife. 

Large  framed  photos  with  affixed 
commemorative  plaques  were  pre- 
sented by  Hon.  Shirley  Cripps,  Associ- 
ate Minister  of  Agriculture  and  MLA 
for  Drayton  Valley,  to  the  landowners, 
whose  donations  of  land  for  purposes 
of  habitat  preservation  totaled  1336 
ha.  Daryl  Cole,  Habitat  Development 
Technician  for  the  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Division,  classed  445  ha  of  this  area  as 
good  wildlife  habitat. 

The  generous  donations  were  aug- 
mented by  an  additional  526  ha  of 
public  land  in  the  area  to  be  reserved 
as  habitat,  an  arrangement  announced 
by  Hon.  LeRoy  Fjordbotten,  Minister  of 
Forestry,  Lands  and  Wildlife. 

The  recipients  of  the  awards  were 
Alan  Chinery,  Freda  and  John  Fritz, 
Lydia  and  Bill  Greenhough  of  Green- 


hough  Ltd.,  Walter  and  Alma  Gunsch, 
Russ  and  Ruth  Harrison,  Alvin 
Helfenstein,  and  Mike  Kostyk.  The 
award  ceremony  was  held  on  the 
property  of  Mr.  Harrison,  who  was  in- 
strumental in  organizing  the  project  in 
the  Thorsby  area.  Sponsored  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Buck  for  Wildlife 
Program,  the  Thorsby  project  was  un- 
dertaken by  the  Thorsby  Fish  and 
Game  Association. 

The  parcels  of  land  set  aside  by  the 
Thorsby-area  residents  contain  a  vari- 
ety of  wildlife  habitats.  The  Green- 
hough  donation,  for  example,  consists 
of  a  diverse  mixed  forest  area  adjacent 
to  the  North  Saskatchewan  River, 
making  it  excellent  wildlife  habitat.  A 
marshy  area  on  the  Helfenstein  dona- 
tion is  well-suited  for  waterfowl  and 
upland  birds,  and  the  Chinery  land 
provides  cover  and  forage  for  moose 
and  deer.  The  lands  set  aside  by  Mr. 
Harrison  and  Mr.  Gunsch  are  suitable 
for  a  variety  of  wildlife,  from  grouse  to 
deer  and  moose. 


Cochrane  Fish  and  Wildlife  Officer 
Stan  Hawes  discusses  the  grizzly 
situation  with  a  young  visitor  at  the 
Calgary  Stampede 

and  gives  a  brief  description  of  the 
department's  divisions. 

The  theme  and  overall  creative 
direction  of  the  display  were  managed 
by  an  interdivisional  coordinating 
committee.  During  the  Stampede  and 
Klondike  Days,  employees  from  vari- 
ous divisions  staffed  the  display. 

Over  the  next  few  weeks,  other 
potential  sites  for  display  exhibition 
will  be  considered. 


More  Information? 

If  you  would  like  more  information  on 
the  contents  of  this  newsletter,  or  any 
information  about  the  policies  and 
programs  for  forestry,  lands  and 
wildlife  in  Alberta,  please  contact  the 
Communications  Branch. 
This  newsletter  is  published  10  times 
a  year  by  Alberta  Forestry,  Lands  and 
Wildlife. 

Editor:  Gordon  Turtle 
Comments,  questions,  and 
suggestions  are  always  welcome. 
Please  contact: 
The  Editor 

Forestry,  Lands  and  Wildlife 
Newsletter 

910,  9942-108  Street 
Edmonton.  Alberta 
T5K  2J5 


